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The Dixie Acro Flyer 
Volume 13.10      Newsletter of IAC Chapter 19      Salisbury, NC      October, 2006 

Chapter Dues of $25 now due—see pg. 6 

August Meeting at EHO 

O ur August meeting/practice 
scheduled for the 2nd Satur-
day of the month at Shelby 
(EHO) was rained out so we 

reschedule for the 3rd Saturday.  Prior to 
the weekend, the weather forecasters 
were calling for great weather so when I 
woke up on Saturday, I was ready to 
mount up in “The Ride”  and blast out 
from my home base in Salisbury.  How-
ever, when I looked out the window, fog 
was everywhere!   

A call to the Salisbury AWOS re-
vealed the visibility and ceiling at ¾ mile 
and 200 feet.  Not quite what I had in 
mind since my Pitts is woefully under -
qualified for IFR flight.  A call to flight 
service indicated that the fog would lift 
by 10:00AM, but not so (probably the 
first time they have missed a forecast).  It 
was especially frustrating as Shelby was 
reporting 7 miles and clear to 12,000 feet 
but the stubborn fog at Salisbury just 
would not lift.  By very late morning, the 
fog finally lifted enough for me to depart.  
As I proceeded west, the weather im-
proved quickly and Shelby weather was 
very nice. 

M ike Pr ice was the first to arrive as 
he came in from Rutherfordton and 
weather was fine for his flight.  Later 
Scott Keadle arrived in his Giles and 
Barry Thigpen drove in.  Ernie Byars, 
owner of a Pitts S1 at Shelby, was also 
there but we did not get to see him fly his 
Pitts as it was down for maintenance.  
Maybe next time!   

Hot dogs and chips were provided 
at the airport for lunch as a fund raiser 
for a mission’s trip.  After lunch, Barry 
was the first to take flight (see photo).  
Barry really gave Scott’s Giles a 
workout.  Then it was Scott’s turn.  
Scott climbed to high altitude to prac-
tice spins prior to coming lower for 
aerobatic maneuvers (remember he had 
just taken spin training from Bill Fi-
nagin the day before).   

M ike Pr ice, fresh back from aero-
batic training with Greg Koontz, was 
third into the “box”  to practice a num-
ber of aerobatic maneuvers while I pro-
vided some critique from the ground.  
Yours truly then took flight in “The 
Ride” .  We all had a great time!  Good 
friends, beautiful airplanes, aerobatic 
flight and a friendly airport, what more 
can you ask! 

What’s inside this month: 
 
August Meeting at EHO      1 
The View from Above; September Meeting at Farmville 2 
2006 Mason-Dixon Clash Preview    3 
The Story of Stearman N58390     4 
Chapter News, Dues, Registration/Update Form  6 
Sport Aviation & Aerobatic Event Calendars   7 

“ The pilot in the picture is my friend Barry Thigpen, who takes it up for a 
spin every once in a while. He ferried my new Giles back from California 
for me.”  Scott Keadle 

There were also several skydivers 
jumping at the Shelby airport and a num-
ber of spectators watching all of the ac-
tivities so it was an enjoyable day for all.  
At the end of the afternoon, Barry and 
Scott were given a ride in a very nice 
helicopter, then Barry gave us a very 
impressive aerobatic demonstration with 
his radio-controlled bi-wing airplane.  
Nice! 

All in all, it was a very enjoyable 
day.  Just sorry that the weather pre-
vented several of our members from at-
tending.  Kent Misegades and F.J. Hale, 
I I I  made an attempt to attend from the 
Raleigh area but finally turned back to 
wait for better weather on another day.  
An excellent exercise of good judgment.  
Sorry we missed F.J.’s presentation on 
emergency parachutes but hopefully he 
will accept our offer to present at a later 
date. 

 Larry Macon 
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The View from Above 
Larry Macon, President  

� � ���� � ���� � ���� � ��� ����

S afety is of primary importance in 
almost any activity we pursue 
whether it is at work, home, or 
play but safety becomes even 

more important if your play is rolling, 
looping and “ hammering”  airplanes 
through the air as we do in our sport of 
aerobatics.  So, how do we make our 
aerobatic play as safe as possible?   

There are several ways that come to 
mind.  Flight training (including spin, 
emergency recovery, aerobatic, and 
landing--Pitts), aircraft maintenance 
(including routine inspections, AD and 
Service Bulletin compliance), pre-flight 
and post-flight inspections, egress re-
hearsals and parachutes (wearing, re-
packing and inspections) are just a few.  
While all of these areas are very impor-

tant, flight training has to be at or near 
the top of the list.  Flight training is 
certainly an easy and fun way to add 
an extra measure of safety insurance 
while learning new maneuvers and 
challenging ourselves to a higher level 
of performance. 

The safety of every flight is of ut-
most importance to those of us in IAC 
Chapter 19 and we strongly encourage 
everyone who participates in aerobat-
ics, whether recreational or competi-
tion, to obtain spin, emergency recov-
ery and aerobatic training.  To that 
end, we are very proud of Scott Keadle 
and Luke Lee for completing spin and 
emergency recovery training with Bill 
Finagin, and Mike Price for complet-
ing an aerobatic training session with 
Greg Koontz.  Congratulations to all 
three for taking such an important step 
to enhance the safety of their flights 
and their knowledge of aerobatics! 

We also encourage our members 
to share their training experiences with 
others through our newsletters and at 
our gatherings.  Recently, Eric San-
difer presented an article about his 

training in a Stearman (see his article 
“ Stearman Sortie”  in our July newslet-
ter) and Mike Davis presented an article 
about his aerobatic training with Greg 
Koontz (see his article “ Unusual Atti-
tudes”  in our August newsletter).  Thanks 
to both for sharing these excellent arti-
cles about their training experience. 

Several of our other members also 
take recurring aerobatic training as a 
means of staying on “ top of their game”  
and in some cases realize an extra bene-
fit of reduced aircraft insurance premi-
ums.  A “ win-win” .  For a partial list of 
aerobatic training possibilities, please 
see the heading of “ Aerobatic/Spin/Upset 
Training Instruction”  in each of our 
newsletters. 

If you have not taken this simple step 
of training to enhance your own safety 
and that of your passengers, then let me 
encourage you to do so.  You will be glad 
you did! 

Fly safe and have fun! 
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September Meeting at Farmville, VA  
 

Morning clouds/fog limited the turnout Saturday, September 9th, but Larry Macon, Mark Cassada, and I made it to Farmville. 
We got the box corners and center marked with plastic sheet. Now I have a real appreciation of what you guys did in July! Here are a 
few last minute pictures from the meeting in case you want to stick Larry©s and my mug in the newsletter yet again. Mark Cassada 
flew his Citabria up with Joe Cox, friend and former owner of his restored Stearman. That©s Joe in the back of Mark©s Citabria. He 
used to fly dusters and had some great stories.  

Eric Sandifer 
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2006 Mason-Dixon 
Clash Preview 

It’s only a few more days until our 
16th Annual Mason-Dixon Clash aero-
batic competition, held again at the 
Farmville, Virginia with our new and 
improved box. 

This event is the last IAC competi-
tion for the year in the Northeast Region. 
Pilots working to improve their scores 
for the Regional Trophy are encouraged 
to attend. All Chapter members and 
friends of aerobatics are welcome; no 
volunteers will be turned down. 

Our Chief Judge will be Charlie Har-
rison of Sarasota, FL, respected aerobatic 
pilot and Nationals judge. All new aero-
batic box markers are in place thanks to 
hard-working IAC19 members. We also 
have a sharp-looking T-Shirt in produc-
tion (see the image to the right).  

Hotels recommended in Farmville 
are the Hampton Inn (434-392-8826), 
Days Inn (434-392-6611), Comfort Inn 
(434-392-8163) and Super 8 Motel (434-
392-8196). Rental cars can be obtained 
through  Enterprise and will be ready for 
you at the airport. For airport and local 
weather information, call the FBO at 
434-392-9016. 

Here is the Agenda: 
Thursday, 10/26: early registration, 

practice; Friday, 10/27: AM, registration 
and practice; competition begins at noon; 
dinner at the FBO; Saturday, 10/28: com-
petition all day; Banquet at Charlie’s 
Restaurant, 7PM; Sunday, 10/29: AM, 
competition and awards; done around 
noon. 

Participants can register in advance 
by contacting the Contest Director, Jim 
Walker, or may register upon arrival. If 
you can volunteer, please let Jim or Larry 
know. You’ ll find their contact informa-
tion on pg. 7. 

IAC19 

 

approximate boundaries of aerobatic box 

Left, Farmville Regional Airport (FVX) in Farmville, VA, site of the 2006 
Mason-Dixon Clash, IAC19’s 16th annual aerobatic competition. Below, 
T-shirt being produced for this year’s competition. 



 October 2006        4        The Dixie Acro Flyer 

 

(Continued from July) 
 

I n April 2006 I was getting down to 
the final assembly of the Stearman. 
Everybody, and I mean every-
body…. was on my back to fly the 

darn thing…and I could have, but two 
things were stopping me, an Airworthi-
ness Certificate and the fact that if I did-
n’ t finish the airplane 100% before I flew 
it, I would never truly finish it. Instead, 
I’d be flying it.   

So I know an Airworthiness Certifi-
cate doesn’ t make an airplane fly, but 
why take the chance…I’d worked on this 
project for seven years and I wasn’ t go-
ing to cut corners now. There were two 
A&Ps willing to sign off the 337’s for 
the engine rebuild and fabric covering, 
but that would have been too simple for 
me. So what the heck, I’ ll go try to get 
my A&P license. 

Basically, I told the spousal unit, 
kids and work farewell for two weeks 
and headed to Baker’s school in Nash-
ville Tennessee. The trip is a story in 
itself, but it was fun. At least I consid-
ered it fun. Two weeks in a motel room 
studying aircraft systems was actually a 
blast for me. It was like eating candy. I 
teamed up with a guy that worked on 
747’s and he’d explain jet systems to me 
and I’d explain the GA stuff to him. I 
actually learned a lot on the trip.  

The final test was a practical in 
which you basically worked for an IA for 
a day going through various tests. It actu-
ally was a fun test. The inspector was 
busy that day and would give me a test 
and then go work on an airplane. I’d fin-
ish the test and go tour the airport until 
he would finish up what he was doing 
and then he’s give me another project.  

Actually, this was just another day at 
the airport for me. Don’ t get me wrong 
though, the class and exams where not 
easy. I spent every evening in my hotel 
room studying at least until midnight 
every night and all day Sunday studying.  
My only breaks include running in morn-
ings, eating a good greasy breakfast at 
the Waffle house and the drive back and 
forth to class. 

Anyway, after two weeks I had my 
A&P in hand and called the FAA for the 
conformity inspection. Throughout the 
next week I spent coordinating with the 
FAA and the IA and doing the 337 pa-

spector was really here to help. Plus he 
was happy to see that there weren’ t any 
smashed bugs on the leading edges of the 
wings.  

I do have to admit I did run the 
Stearman up and down the runway three 
times prior to this. Test hopping an air-
plane like this is probably more danger-
ous than the first flight. I found that go-
ing from take off to landing in 3000’  to 
be rather difficult and getting a good 
landing out of it is almost impossible. It 

perwork. Right here I should pause and 
thank everyone that helped: Randy 
Smith, Eric Minnis and William and 
Lisa Burwell, THANKS!  

The week before the inspection I 
was out of town on business and luck-
ily jump on an earlier flight Thursday 
evening and went to the IAs (William 
and Lisa’s) house and finished up the 
log books. I got home about 1:00am 
and met with the FAA the next morn-
ing. The inspection when well, the in-

The Story of Stearman 
N58390    Mark Cassada 

N58390 in the skies near its home, Lake Ridge Aero on Falls Lake north 
of Raleigh, with a happy Mark Cassada at the controls. 

The plane’s shiny Lycoming R680 delivers 225 HP to a new MT airscrew. 

continued on pg. 5 
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was probably quite comical to 
watch….actually, I was laughing the 
whole time.  

So after the FAA inspection to eve-
ryone’s surprise I went to work….. Well 
do you think I would fly this thing with-
out my family there? Anyway, I went to 
work and got insurance set up for the 
Stearman. For some reason AUA wasn’ t 
nearly as excited about my first flight of 
the Stearman as I was.  Well, I lasted 
about 2.5 hours at work before I decide 
to go back to the airport. 

Two things surprised me. First, I 
wasn’ t nervous at all about flying the 
Stearman the first time. I’d been sitting 
in the thing for about 5 hours on the 
ground and was ready to fly. Plus, I was 
actually too tired from the week’s trip 
and organizing the logbooks and inspec-
tion to be nervous. After doing a thor-
ough preflight I just jumped in and 
cranked it up. We about missed filming 
the first takeoff because everyone wanted 
to take pictures of the crank up and they 
needed to go to the other end of the field 
to film the takeoff event…..So I could 
only wait so long before I took off 
and….well….I didn’ t wait quite long 
enough…. I was ready to go.  

Therefore, we have some interesting 
video of my dad filming the takeoff 
while running down to the runway curs-
ing me (in a good way) for taking off so 
fast.  The flight turned out to be quite 
uneventful. I flew around awhile just 
enjoying the ride and watching oil temp 
and pressure and responded to wise-
cracks like, “hey, I didn’ t know you had 
a retractable gear on that thing” .  

Stalls were clean and it didn’ t drop 
a wing and everything looked good so I 
decided to roll it. I’d never done a roll 
in a Stearman before…it sure was fun! 
Very rarely does the Stearman fly with-
out at least a little acro. I did four take-
offs and landings that evening. The 
second surprise was that I had initially 
expected the first flight to be a big a 
relief, but it only turned out to be a big 
disbelief. I actually could not believe 
that the project was actually over. It 
took several months for me to come to 
the realization that the Stearman parked 
out in the grass at Lake Ridge was 
mine. 

Since the first flight I’ ve logged 25 
hours on the ole bird. It’s been to the 
Burlington antique fly-in, a fly-in at 
Raleigh East and to a neat fly-in out in 
Wilkesboro. I’ve given a few rides in 
the Stearman to date. Mostly to persons 
that really helped me work on the pro-
ject.  

Thanks goes out to my right hand 
man John Craven who did a heck of a 
lot of work for a Bo Jo’s biscuit every 
Saturday morning, Rhonda, Nicole and 
Ryan for your patience and support; 
Randy Smith for his insight and all of 
your help, Dave Layman those struts 
really look great, Mike Ratty for the 
day to day help and for all the tools I 
borrowed; Joe Hunt for all of your help 
and getting me started on the project 
and to all of the Lake Ridge crew for 
the inspections and encouragement. 

Mark Cassada 

Mark makes a low pass over the narrow & hilly Raleigh East runway. 

continued from pg. 4 

2006 IAC Intermediate Sequence.  

Larry Macon & “ The Ride”  doing a 
low pass with smoke on at Rowan 
Cty. airport, September 16, 2006.   



 October 2006        6        The Dixie Acro Flyer 

 

IAC CHAPTER 19 NEWS       
 
Eleven pilots have been chosen to represent the U.S. at the World Aerobatic Championships next year. Out of 97 competitors, the 
winners were: Debby Rihn-Harvey, from La Porte, Texas; Michael Racy, of Tucson, Ariz.; David Martin, from Graford, Texas; 
Melissa Andrzejewski, from Auburn, Calif.; Robert Armstrong, from Athens, Ga.; Chandy Clanton, from Lincoln, Neb.; Dan Clark, 
from Houston, Texas; Vicki Cruse, from Camarillo, Calif.; Zach Heffley, from Fort Worth, Texas; Allyson Parker-Lauck, from Nut 
Tree, Calif.; and Goode Thomas (alternate) from Rock Hill, S.C. 
 
… and … did you know that you membership dues of $25 are now due? For this small fee you will receive this newsletter  and 
help defray costs associated with running this IAC Chapter, destined to become the best in the Southeast!  See the Membership 
Update Form below. 

 

IAC Chapter 19 Membership Update Form 
 
Name: _______________________________  Spouse: ___________________________ 
 
Children’s Names:  _______________________________________________________  
 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _________________________  State:  __________________  Zip:  ____________ 
 
Home Phone:  ______________________  Work Phone:  _________________________ 
 
Cell Phone:  _______________________   Email Address 1:  ______________________ 
 
Email Address 2:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
EAA #:  ___________________________  EAA Expiration Date:  _________________   
 
IAC #:  ____________________________  Occupation: _________________________ 
 
Aircraft Owned: ______________________________________  N #:  _____________ 
 
Aircraft Based:  _______________________ 
 
Aviation Interests: ________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Competition: �  None  �  Primary  �  Sportsman  �  Intermediate  �  Advanced  �  Unlimited 
 
Special skills that can help your Chapter: ______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you willing to volunteer for IAC19 activities: YES _____   NO _______ 
 
Dues:  �  Single Membership ($25/yr.)        �  Family Membership ($30/yr.) 
 
Please mail this form &  a check for  $25 (or  $30) made payable to “ IAC Chapter  19”  to: 
 
Mark Cassada 
3009 Rosena Ct. 
Hillsborough, NC  27278  

Join  IAC Chapter 19 
 
Chapter 19 of the International Aerobat-
ics Club (IAC) is dedicated to the promo-
tion of aerobatic flying in the NC/VA/
SC/TN region. Membership is open to 
anyone interested in aerobatics, regard-
less of their experience. For insurance 
reasons, it is necessary to be a member of 
the EAA in order to join the IAC, which 
is a division of the EAA. For information 
on joining the EAA, see www.eaa.org. 
Consider also joining a local chapter of 
the EAA, of which there are quite a few 
in our area. 
 
New Members: Please complete the 
form to the right and submit with annual 
dues of $25 to our Chapter Treasurer, 
whose address appears at the bottom of 
the form. 
 
Existing Members: If you have not paid 
your dues for 2006, do as for New Mem-
bers. If any of the information requested 
in the form should change, please send 
this to our Treasurer. Contact informa-
tion for Chapter Officers may be found 
on pg. 7. 
 
Prospective Members: You are wel-
come to attend our next meeting to learn 
more about aerobatics and our Chapter’s 
activities. Please see the calendar on pg. 
7 and other articles in this newsletter for 
information on the time and location for 
our upcoming meetings. 
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IAC Chapter 19 Officers for 2006 
 
President    Larry Macon  704-633-1152  larry.macon@invista.com  
Vice-President    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  
Secretary    Tom Hanks  760-815-4678 tom.hanks@crbusa.com 
Treasurer    Mark Cassada  919-644-0075 macassad@cisco.com  
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  919-303-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net 
Contest Director    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  

Copyright 2006 by IAC Chapter 19. The Dixie Acro Flyer  is the official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, which meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airports in the North Carolina region. The Dixie Acro Flyer  is sent to all active chapter 
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Mark Cassada, 3009 Rosena Ct., Hillsborough, NC, 27278. News-
letter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 27519, kmise-
gades@bellsouth.net.  

Regional Aerobatic Events for NC, SC, VA     
 
Oct 26-29 IAC 19 Mason-Dixon Clash, Farmville, VA (FVX), Jim Walker , Contest Director , jwslim1@aol.com  
Oct 14  EAA Chapter 297 Annual Fall Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa297.org 
Oct 21  EAA Chapter 1114 Monthly Fly-In Pancake Breakfast & Meeting, Cox Field (NC81), Apex, NC 
Nov 4  VAA#3 Fly-Out, Lunch at Susan Dusenbury’s hangar, Shiloh Airport, NC  
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  Farm-
ville Regional Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’  Club Grille 

Aerobatic / Spin / Upset Training Instruction & Parachute Packing  
 
Andover Flight Academy, Andover-Aeroflex Airport, Andover, NJ, Tel. 973-786-6554, www.andoverflight.com 
Bud Davisson, SportAERO, Phoenix, AZ, Tel. 602-971-3991, email: buddairbum@cox.net 
Bill Finagin, Dent-Air Ltd. , Lee Airport, Annapolis, MD, Tel. 410-956-0047, email wbfinagin@cs.com 
Keoki Gray, Amelia Island Aerobatics, Amelia Island, FL, ameliaislandaerobatics.com, Tel. 904-277-8451 
Rob Holland, www.aerial-advantage.com, Nashua, NH (603), 598-3180 
Azhar Husain, www.vansantairport.com/main.html, Erwinna, PA (610) 847-8320 
Greg Koontz, Greg Koontz Airshows, Ashville, AL, www.gkairshows.com, 205-616-8176 

Francis FJ Hale, Master Parachute Rigger, Raleigh, NC, 919-787-4965, foxtrot7@mindspring.com 

Chapter Members: please send recommendations for other instructors to the Newsletter Editor, Kent Misegades,  
kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Only those known and recommended by Chapter members are requested. 

A Propeller from Patagonia in Apex, NC      Kent Misegades 
 
Earlier this year, my partners and I ordered a custom-made, 3-bladed propeller for our DR-107 from Performance Propeller of Pata-
gonia, Arizona. They have a good reputation for wooden, 3-bladed props for high performance aircraft, and we are pleased with our 
purchase, although we have yet to fly the plane with the prop. We’re having too much fun flying behind our new Demuth prop, also 
custom-made for our powerful, LyCon-tuned engine. With an address like “Patagonia” , we should have imagined some difficulty in 
shipping the prop from the factory to Apex. Judith Saber of Performance Propeller sent us the following explanation for delays. 
Here©s been our situation: UPS drives only big trucks, so can©t come up steep narrow road to our place. UPS handles packages well, 
all good except for them not coming up our road, so we take package ourselves to their center which is 75 miles away in Tucson. The 
2 days that we can make the 3-hour round trip to Tucson are Tuesdays and Saturdays. We©ve tried each day since I e-mailed you, 
and have had heavy rains. The propeller is of a size that we can only carry it on roof of 4Runner or in open bed of Tacoma truck -- 
in either case, it can©t be protected from 1-1/2 hours of rain exposure, most of which is at 70 miles per hour. THIS WEEK, I will 
build heavy vinyl sleeves plus a center piece to enable us to protect the prop from the rain as we drive the long highway route 
through the rains. I©ll have my wrap ready for Saturday, and THAT is why we WILL be successful when we go to ship your prop on 
Saturday! This is a monsoon-season problem, just 2 months of the year. Thank you again. Judy. 
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IAC 19 Next Meeting 
When:  October 26-29  
Where:  Shelby (FVX), Farmville, NC 
What:  Mason-Dixon Clash 
Program:  IAC19 Aerobatics Competition 

IAC Chapter 19 
c/o  Kent Misegades 
204 Parkmeadow Dr. 
Cary, NC 27519 

The Dixie Acro Flyer          Newsletter of IAC Chapter 19            Salisbury, NC 
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Van’s RV-3 
 
Designer : Dick van Grunsven 
Manufacturer : Van’s Aircraft 
Engine: Lycoming O-320 
Horsepower : 100-160 HP  
Fuel Capacity: 30 U.S. Gallons  
Weights:  
·  Empty Weight: 750 lbs  
·  Gross Weight: 1100 lbs  
Airspeeds: (150 HP) 
·  Stall: 51 mph 
·  Cruise: 176 mph 
·  Max Speed: 207mph 
Rate of Climb: 2050 fpm  
Rate of Roll: yes 

IAC19 Member Eric Sandifer with his RV-3.  Think it’s an old design? 
Tony Spicer, of aerobatic Sonex fame, is building a new, RV-3B kit in 
his Stag Airpark shop in Burgaw, NC.  


