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July Meeting at JNX

Our July meeting at the Smithfield-
Johnston County airport (JNX) was well-
attended, as Chapter President Larry
Macon describes on pg. 2. EAA Chapter
506, at home at INX, kindly invited early
birds from 1AC19 to join them for their
monthly meeting that began with an ex-
cellent pancake breakfast at 0800 in their
own clubhouse on the field. What a nice
setup? EAA506 has made this a standing
offer, which works well as they also meet
on the second Saturday of each month.
We'll surely take them up on the offer
again.

Chapter Contest Director Jim
Walker and another chapter member,
Randall Robbins, aso base their aircraft
at INX. Randall’s hangar just happens to
be the one closest to the ramp, affording
all of us shady relief from the hot sun,
plenty of folding chairs and a refrigerator
full of cold drinks. It doesn't get much
better than this, folks! Many thanks to
Randall and Jim for hosting the meeting.

By Coincidence, EAA1114 of Cox
Field in Apex, NC, was using JNX on the
same morning for a Young Eagles rally.
These folks know how to run a rally!
While we discussed aerobatic topics,
there was a steady stream of munchkins
being safely led to a row of waiting air-
planes. All went well, with the Y E flights
flying normal left patterns and our mem-
bers flying their maneuvers on the oppo-
site side of the field, easily observed
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Above, L-R, Pete Beal, Eric Sandifer, Jim Walker, Scott Miller, Pat Hayes
and Eric Rouse at JNX. Airplanes are L-R Mike Price’s Decathlon, Dick
Steffen’s Pitts S-1-11B and Pat Haye's Pitts S-2E. Below, Dick Steffens
and his incredible Pitts S-1-11B, built by Dick himself.

from Randall’s hangar. Congratulations
to David Williams, EAA1114’s Y oung
Eagle coordinator for the 177 (I) YE
flights made at thisrally.

The images here show some of the
many folks who attended the July
meeting and the airplanes they flew.
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Above, Dick heads skywards in his
S-1-11B. Below, Pat Hayes grin-
ning in his just-acquired S-2E,
flown up from FL only 2 days be-
fore the meeting at INX.

Chapter Dues of $25 now due—see pg. 6

continued on pg. 3



mmer has arrived in North

Carolina!l Temperatures in the

pper 90's along with high hu-

idity levels really take their

toll on airplane performance. However,

this was not the case on July 8", the date

of our July meeting/practice at Smith-

field, NC. That day brought a mostly

clear blue sky and mild temperatures. A
perfect day for flying.

Jim Walker and Randall Robbins
hosted our event that was very well at-
tended by our members and others inter-
ested in aerobatics plus some folks hold-
ing over from the EAA Chapter 506
meeting. Those flying in were: Pete
Beal: RV-4; Mike Bick/Barry Thigpen:
RV-4; Darell Ham: RV-7; Pat Hayes:
congratulations on his new Pitts S2E;
Larry Macon: Pitts 2B; Kent Mise-
gades. Cessna 170 (DR-107); Mike
Price: Super Decathlon; Randall Rob-
bins. Christen Eagle (home field advan-

The View from Above
Larry Macon, President

tage); Eric Rouse: Harmon Rocket;
and Dick Steffens: Pitts S1-11B.
Beautiful airplanes and great pilots.
Others in attendance included Arthur
Armani, Terence and Lissette McE-
nally (congratulations on their an-
nouncement that they are expecting a
new baby), Scott Miller, Eric Sandifer,
and Jim Walker.

Several of us were able to practice
our aerobatic sequences while Jim
Walker did an excellent job of critiqu-
ing our great performances (well at
least our attempts at great perform-
ances). Barry Thigpen even gave me
an exciting ride in Eric Rouse's
Harmon Rocket. Sweet! For lunch, it
was pizza for all. Thanks to everyone
for attending and making it a very en-
joyable day!

We are continuing to look for ways
to make our Chapter events meaningful
to everyone so please give us your in-
put. We are currently planning some
short and informative programs for
each meeting. Any thoughts on topics
or a willingness to present a program
would be greatly appreciated. We want
our Chapter to be the place to be for
aerobatics in NC and the surrounding
States.

Hot and humid it was when a band
of our members congregated at Farm-

approximate boundaries of aerobatic box
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ville, VA on July 22" with chain saws,
weed eaters with circular blades, an axe
(didn’t know anyone still used these), and
bug spray to clean our aerobatic box
marker locations. Michael Davis, Kent
Misegades, Jim Walker and yourstruly
made up this work crew.

Using my Garmin 196 we finally
located all of the markers, even the
Southwest corner marker. | almost
proved that you can get lost with a GPS
but recovered just in time to only suffer a
few scathing comments from my fellow
woodsmen (all in fun, | think). Of
course, my excuse was that | had lost the
signal in the dense undergrowth. Every
time anyone would ask, “ Are we there
yet?” the answer would always be “ Just
0.2 milesto go.”

Later, after exiting the wooded area,
Kent flew over the box and noted that all
of our cleared areas were very near open
roadways and that much of our wander-
ing through the woods could have been
avoided if we had made a low scouting
fly-over prior to beginning our wilder-
ness struggle. Oh well, we accomplished
our mission and the box marker areas
are in the best shape ever. At least we
created a memory! In addition, Michael
Davis volunteered some white plastic
marker material that should really
“shing” onceitisin position for the con-
test.

In the past month, | have given four
folks an introduction to aerobatic flight
in my Pitts S2B. Three were “ twenty
something” folks and it was their first
aerobatic flight. None of the three were
pilots but they really had a blast in “ The
Ride”. It was great to see the smiles on
their faces as they were able to experi-
ence aerobatic flight in a Pitts. Thanks
Curtis!

Hope to see you at our next meeting
at Shelby, NC (EHO) on Saturday, Au-
gust 19th at 10:00AM!

Left, Farmville Regional Airport
(FVX), site of the 2006 Mason-
Dixon Clash, IAC19’s 16th annual
aerobatic competition. Larry, Jim,
Mike and Kent slogged through
the tick-infested woods to clear
the aerobatic box markers.
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continued from pg. 1

Scenes from the July Meeting at JNX

Above: Larry and Jim check out Pat Hayes’ stun-
ning S-2E, just brought up from FL a few days
earlier. Below, top to bottom: Mike Price and his
Super Decathlon; Barry Thigpen and Larry pre-
pare for a flight in Eric Rouse’s Harmon Rocket.

Top to bottom: Dick Steffens prepares to launch
in his S-1-11B while Jim Walker looks on; Darell
Ham’s sharp RV-7; Pete Beale and his shiny RV-
4. Below: Chapter President Larry Macon pre-
sides over the meeting in Randall Robbins’ cool
hangar. Randall’s Eagle is in the background.
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Unusual Attitudes
Mike Davis

This article originally appeared in
the September, 2005 edition of Southern
Aviator. | wrote this as a student® per-
spective on Greg KoontZ unique brand
of aerobatic instruction. | was trying to
get non-aerobatic pilots to taste the thrill
of aerobatics, knowing that about 1/4 to
1/2 would be bit by the bug and join us.

fter reading the letter
"Training better, happier pi-
lots," (July issue), | thought
that | would drop you a quick
e-mail to tell you about a most enjoyable
experience | had. | took my first aero-
batic training this weekend with Greg
Koontz. His knowledge and experience
of aerobatics make a great combination
for the perfect learning experience in the
beautiful rolling hills of Ashville, AL.
Greg®training alows you to explore the
many different aspects of flying. When
you finish the training, you will have a
new level of awareness and confidence in
your abilities and those of your airplane.
How many of us take at least a few
hours of instrument flying instruction
training for the private pilot certificate?
We do that as insurance against some day
stumbling around and finding ourselves
in the clouds. We should aso make a
planned foray into emergency maneuver
training. We may someday find ourselves
in a spin, or inverted, or with a jammed
control. That® no time to be wondering

what to do. We know how to fly when
everything® working well, but what
about when things start going wrong?

Although | have been flying for
many years, trying to teach myself
aerobatics by watching videos and
reading books, along with talking to
pilots, it has been difficult to find any
person or resource that could explain,
in detail, the dynamics of flight in such
an understandable way as Greg® basic
aerobatic course.

Every pilot should get this kind of
training. Emergency maneuver training
falls between basic flying and full-bore
aerobatics. The ideais smple: if some-
thing goes wrong, you will know
enough to get out of it. Greg does a
great job of teaching how an airplane
flies. He starts out with a detailed intro-
duction to how an airplane works, then
he shows you how to fly the airplane
— and how not to. He tells you why
and how to perform the maneuvers, as
well as why you shouldn®perform ob-
vious, but incorrect, actions.

| found that the hardest part was
blasting out the wrong ideas, substitut-
ing correct notions (push-roll) for
faulty ones (stick and rudder together).
All those years | thought | was saving
money by teaching myself aerobatics.
Wonder how much money | wasted on
books, videos and gas learning things
the wrong way?

No matter how hard we in the
aviation community try to sugarcoat the
risksinvolved in GA, we cannot escape
the fact that flying, like many other

sports, isinherently a higher risk activity.
This risk is addressed through the exer-
cise of good judgment and through the
commitment to continued training. How
many pilots do the bare minimum to stay
current? Are minimally trained? Or dlid-
ing backwards? We as pilots should chal-
lenge ourselves to higher goals. Avoid-
ance is not an option.

Greg will show you that most un-
usual attitudes in the aerobatic environ-
ment are pilot-induced, compounding
matters by transitioning into an unusual
attitude instead of aborting errant maneu-
vers early. Trying to force the airplane to
fly without enough energy or with misap-
plied controls can quickly lead to an ex-
citing attitude.

Greg will show you that the airplane
will usually return to a more normal
flight mode by simply relaxing your grip
on the controls — even letting go —
when a maneuver first goes sour showing
you how to regain control faster and have
more options available afterwards. He
callsthisthe lawn dart maneuver.

New pilots who plan on surviving to
be old pilots should take the four-hour
basic training. It wouldn® hurt some of
those old pilots to have it too. It isa great
learning experience and will make you a
safer pilot.

Mike Davis

For more information on Greg
KoontZ aerobatics operation in AL, see
www.gkairshows.com

Greg Koontz' fly-in paradise for aerobatic

pilots in Ashville, AL, NW of Birmingham.
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August 19th IAC19 Meeting
Parachutes and Aerobatics at Shelby Municipal Airport, Shelby, NC

The usual 2nd Saturday meeting on August 12th was rained out, so we'll meet instead on Saturday, August 19th, at the Shelby Mu-
nicipal Airport (EHO) in Shelby, NC. Located just west of Charlotte, Shelby features a 5,000' paved runway and fuel on the field.
Theloca FBO is hosting our meeting and has kindly offered to provide us a hot dog lunch. Our guest will be FJ Hale, Master Rigger
and former nationally-ranked skydiver. FJ will speak to the chapter on the dos and don’ts of emergency parachutes. Afterwards,

there will be plenty of time for some aerobatic flying the box at EHO. See you in Shelby on the 19th!

IAC19
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2006 Danville Airshow

The 2006 Southside Sky-Fest Air &
Car Show, held annually at the Danville,
VA Regiona Airport featured a variety
of planes, acts, and weather. The aerial
performers began with an unusually ele-
gant act: three colorful RVsin formation
flight above the crowds, nice and easy in
contrast to the sometimes jerking per-
formance of our thoroughbred aircraft.

Most impressive was our own Scott
Gerow from Wilmington, NC flying his
powerful Pitts S-2C, as was also the pair
of Extra 300S's caled the Firebirds
Delta Team of Dayton, Ohio. Panchito,
the well-known B-24, was in top form
making numerous thundering low passes
along with a gaggle of T-6s and Stear-
mans.

Right in the middle of their perform-
ance the heavens opened and the ramp
was drenched, sending pilots and specta-
tors aike running for cover. Just as
quickly the sun returned, leaving an im-
pressive background of cumulus against
which the performers showed what they
could do.

Fun was the drag race between an
Extra and a twin-engined, jet-powered
fire truck with afterburners. The show,
which also includes a fine display of
classic cars, was well organized, the food
was good, and the announcer entertain-
ing, even during the storm. Air opera-
tions were handled well and there was
little trouble for arriving and departing
planes. Mark this on your aviation calen-
dar for 2007! Perhaps IAC19 could ar-
rive en force?

IAC19

Spectators at the Danville Sky-Fest
were big fans of aerobatics.

Above: IAC19 member Scott Ge-
row’s S-2C on the flight line at
Danville, B-24 Panchito behind.
Below: Firebird Airshows’ Extra
being readied for flight after the
storm. Right: jet-powered fire

truck w/afterburner.

Above: Extra in an awesome drag
race with the fire truck. Below: Au-
gust meeting guest FJ Hale’s RV-4
in invasion markings.

Above: B-24 pulls up into threat-
ening skies. Below: These three
RVs put on an elegant display of
formation flying against a puffy,

cumulus-filled background.

2006 East Coast Aerobatic Contest in Warrenton

September 15-17 is the date for the 2006 East Coast Aerobatic Contest, organized by
IAC chapter 11. Held once again at the Warrenton-Fauquier Airport, Warrenton, VA
(W66), the contest features Primary through Unlimited power categories. Trophies
will be given for the first six places in each category. Registration and practice is on
Friday, September 15th, with contest flying on September 16-17. Dinner will be
available in the hangar on Friday and Saturday nights. IMPORTANT: Ensure you
are familiar with the Washington ADIZ boundaries and procedures. W66 is approxi-
mately 2 miles outside of the ADIZ. If you're intercepted by an F-16 just remember
that you can out-turn ‘em but you can’t out-shoot ‘em! This will be a good opportu-
nity for contest pilots to hone their skills for our own Mason-Dixon Clash held one
month later on October 26-29 in Farmville, VA. Pre-registration available online at
http://acro.aerobatics.ws/pre _reg_contest.html  Scott Francis, the Contest Director,
can be contacted at s.francis@ieee.org, cell 703-618-4132 IAC19
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IAC CHAPTER 19 NEWS

Congratulations to the 2006 Advanced Aerobatic Team USA on bringing the Silver home from Radom Poland! Future IAC19
member Walt Plentis, who flies a Laser 230 N230WP, contributed to the team’s effort. Placing 2nd, 3rd and 5th overall were
Americans Rob Holland (Ultimate 100-300), Jeff Boerboon (Extra 300L) and Hector Ramirez (Extra 300L). For details on the team
and results from Poland, see www.advancedaer obaticteam.com

For some impressive in-flight acro videos, see Kendal Simpson's web site, www.acronut.com Have any IAC19 members re-
corded their own flightsin this manner? If so, how about describing what’ s required/recommended?

Welcome back to IAC19, Eric Minnis the FAA's FAASTeam Program Manager for the Carolinas and clipped-wing T-Craft
owner! Eric comments on the changes he seesin the IAC: “1 am glad to see a shift in the |AC towards more inclusion of recreational
aerobatics. | am one of the guys that loves acro but really do not care for competition. | get bored pretty easily flying the same se-
guence and seldom can afford the weekend expense and time a contest takes.” Eric has kindly offered to speak to the chapter at a
future meeting concerning his work at the Greenshoro office of the FAA and his T-Craft that Eric uses for airshows.

... and ... did you know that you membership dues of $25 are now due? For this small fee you will receive this newsletter and
help defray costs associated with running this IAC Chapter, destined to become the best in the Southeast! See the Membership
Update Form below.

IAC Chapter 19 Membership Update Form
Join IAC Chapter 19

Name: Spouse:

Chapter 19 of the International Aerobat- Children’s Names:
ics Club (IAC) is dedicated to the promo-
tion of aerobatic flying in the NC/VA/ Street Address:
SC/TN region. Membership is open to
anyone interested in aerobatics, regard-
less of their experience. For insurance
reasons, it is necessary to be a member of
the EAA in order to join the IAC, which
isadivision of the EAA. For information
on joining the EAA, see www.eaaorg.  Cell Phone: Email Address 1:
Consider also joining a local chapter of
the EAA, of which there are quite a few Email Address 2:

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: Work Phone:

inour area.

EAA # EAA Expiration Date:
New Members: Please complete the i .
form to the right and submit with annual IACH# Oceupation:
dues of $25 to our Chapter Treasurer, Aircraft Owned: N #:
whose address appears at the bottom of
the form. Alircraft Based:

Existing Members: If you have not paid Avidtion Interests:
your dues for 2006, do as for New Mem-
bers. If any of the information requested
in the form should change, please send
this to our Treasurer. Contact informa-

tion for Chapter Officers may be found Special skills that can help your Chapter:

Competition: None Primary Sportsman Intermediate Advanced  Unlimited

onpg. 7.

Prospective Members: You are wel-

come to attend our next meeting to learn Are you willing to volunteer for IAC19 activities: YES NO

more about aerobatics and our Chapter’s . ) ) .
activities. Please see the calendar on pg. Dues.  Single Membership ($25/yr.) Family Membership ($30/yr.)

7 and other articles in this newsletter for
information on the time and location for
our upcoming meetings.

Please mail thisform & a check for $25 (or $30) made payableto “|AC Chapter 19" to:

Mark Cassada
3009 Rosena Ct.
Hillsborough, NC 27278
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Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA ...your $100 hamburger resource

Aug 12th IAC Chapter 19 Monthly Meeting, 10:00 AM, Shelby Airport, Shelby, NC (EHO)

Aug 12th EAA Chapter 506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter Clubhouse, Johnston County Airport (JNX)
Aug 19th EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 AM Cox Field, Program: TBA

August 20 VAA#3 Fly-Out, Martinsville, VA

Sept Sth IAC Chapter 19 Monthly Meeting, 10:00 AM, Farmville Airport, Farmville, VA (FVX)

Sept 24 VAA#3 Fly-Out, Ron & Nancy Normark’ s Barclaysville Airfield, NC

Sept 30-Oct 1 Virginia Regional EAA Fly-In, Dinwiddie County Airport (PTB), Petersburg, VA, www.vaeaa.org
Oct 26-29 IAC 19 Mason-Dixon Clash, Farmville, VA (FVX), Jim Walker, Contest Director, jwsiml@aol.com
Oct 6-8 VAA Chapter 3 Fall Fly-In, Camden, SC, (CDN) 843-753-7138, eiwil son@homexpressway.net
Oct 14 EAA Chapter 297 Annual Fall Fly-In, Stag Airpark, Burgaw, NC, www.eaa?97.org

Nov 4 VAA#3 Fly-Out, Lunch at Susan Dusenbury’ s hangar, Shiloh Airport, NC

Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead;
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins; Farm-
ville Regiona Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’ Club Grille

Regional Aerobatic Events

Sept 16-17 East Coast Aerobatic Contest, Warrenton-Fauquier Airport (W66), Warrenton, VA, IAC Chapter 11
Sept 24-29 2006 US National Aerobatic Championships, Grayson Cty. Airport, Denison,TX, www.usnational aerobatics.org
Oct 26-29 IAC 19 M ason-Dixon Clash, Farmville, VA (FVX), Jim Walker, Contest Director, jwsliml@aol.com

"It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The
credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred by the dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and
comes short again and again, who know the great enthusiasm, the great devotions, and spends himsdlf in a worthy cause; who at the best, knowsin
the end the triumph of high achievement, and who, at worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly; so that his place shall never be with those
cold and timid souls who know neither victory or defeat." Theodor e Roosevelt (from Kendal Simpon’s web site, www.acronut.com)

Aerobatic / Spin / Upset Training Instruction

Andover Flight Academy, Andover-Aeroflex Airport, Andover, NJ, Tel. 973-786-6554, www.andoverflight.com
Bill Finagin, Dent-Air Ltd. , Lee Airport, Annapolis, MD, Tel. 410-956-0047, email wbfinagin@cs.com

Bud Davisson, SportAERO, Phoenix, AZ, Tel. 602-971-3991, email: buddairbum@cox.net

Rob Holland, www.agerial-advantage.com Nashua, NH (603), 598-3180.

Azhar Husain, www.vansantai rport.com/main.html Erwinna, PA (610) 847-8320.

Greg Koontz, Greg Koontz Airshows, Ashville, AL, www.gkairshows.com, 205-616-8176, greg@gkairshows.com

Chapter Members: please send recommendations for other instructors to the Newsletter Editor, Kent Misegades,
kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Only those known and recommended by Chapter members are requested.

IAC Chapter 19 Officers for 2006

President Larry Macon 704-633-1152  larry.macon@invista.com
Vice-President Jim Walker 919-349-0057  jwsliml@aol.com
Secretary Tom Hanks 760-815-4678  tom.hanks@crbusa.com
Treasurer Mark Cassada 919-644-0075  macassad@cisco.com
Newsdl etter Editor Kent Misegades 919-303-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net
Contest Director Jim Walker 919-349-0057  jwsliml@aol.com

Copyright 2006 by IAC Chapter 19. The Dixie Acro Flyer isthe official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, which meets on the second
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airports in the North Carolina region. The Dixie Acro Flyer is sent to all active chapter
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Mark Cassada, 3009 Rosena Ct., Hillsborough, NC, 27278. News-
letter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 27519, kmise-
gades@bellsouth.net.
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IAC 19 Next Meeting
When: Saturday, August 19th, 10-2

Where: Shelby Municipal Airport (EHO), Shelby, NC

What: Fly-in Monthly Meeting & Aerobatic Practice
Program: FJ Hale on Emergency Parachutes

IAC19 Member Mike Price and his shiny, new Super Decathlon

Super Decathlon 8KCAB

Designer: multiple
Manufacturer: American Champion
Aircraft, Rochester, WI
Engine: Lycoming AEIO-360
Horsepower: 180 HP
Fuel Capacity: 40 U.S. Gallons
Weights:

Empty Weight: 1340 Ibs

Gross Weight: 1800 Ibs
Airspeeds:

Stall: 53 mph

Cruise: 147 mph

Max Speed: 155mph

Never Exceed: 200 mph
Rate of Climb: 1280 fpm
Rate of Rall: yes

IAC Chapter 19
c/o Kent Misegades
204 Parkmeadow Dr.
Cary, NC 27519
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